FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOl/PA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOl/PA# 1158531-1 

Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 33 ~ Referral /Di rect; 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X For this Page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


Page 1 



V 


0 


<4 


o . 

1 - Miss Gandy 
1 - Mr. Gale 
1 - Mr* Cleveland 
1 r Mr. Young 

January 7, 1969 
FOR COURIER DELIVERY 


Honorable John D. Ehrlichman 
Legal Counsel to 

President-elect Nixon * 

Hotel Pierre 

Fifth Avenue and East 61st Street 
New York-, New York 10021 

Dear Mr, Ehrlichman: 

Reference is made to my letter dated January 2, 

1969, which furnished you the resists of investigation 
concerning Governor Walter Joseph-mefcel. , Transmitted 
herewith is a supplemental summary memorandum containing 
the results of additional inquiries concerning Governor Hickel 
with regard to allegations made in an article by Mr, Drew 
Pearson on December 27, 1968. 

It is noted that within the past few days 
articles continue to appear in the press critical of 
Governor Hickel* s designation as Secretary of the Interior. 

One article indicates the Senate Committee oh Interior and. 
Insular Affairs has received over 200 letters demanding he 
be closely questioned prior to confirmation. The same article 
states that both Senators from Wisconsin and Senator George 
McGovern of South Dakota are critical of Governor Hickel* s 
views on conservation. 


•REQ. 

AUG 26 1982 

, ANS. 

;BY: ^iuiS£2L 1&J4- 


Other articles indicate that Representative Patsy T. 
Mink of Hawaii has stated that Governor Hickel has an apparent 
dislike of Hawaii’s applications for foreign trade zones and 
oil import quotas. Representative Richard' D. McCarthy of 
New York has written a letter to the New York Senators in 
which he states •'Hickel does,. not fit the bill.” He claims 
Governor Hickel *s record shows" him to have been allied f„with 


huge oil and-real estate 
Eskimo fishing rights. 


interests 
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Honorable John D. lEhrllchman 


Anothor article points out that ”ail 14” members 
of tho Senate Committee on, Interior tuld. Insular Affairs are 
westerners and that in 'Presidentreiect Nixon'S nomination 
of Governor Hickel ho may haye backed into his first scrap 
with tho Sbriate. , 1 

, ^ 

In Hr* i)row Pearson’s column dated January 6, 1969, 
he makes additional allegations regarding Governor H'ickol’s 
allowing limber mills to dump sawdust into Alaskan waterways 
thereby polluting the water and killing the iish. 

toie .aforementioned represents some of the criticisms 
being leveled at the nomination of Govornor Nickel on almost 
a daily basis in the press* It is requested that you advise 
whothpr or not it is ;deSired that the. identities of tho 
Writers .of the letters to‘ the donate. Committee on Interior 
aid, Insulir Af fairs be determined and a representative number 
of thorn interviewed. Artier, whether all Congressmen whO: 
have been publicly quoted in the press as being critical of 
Govornor Hickol’s designation be interviewed . It is further 
requested that you ,Jadvis6 whether tne additional allegations 
of Hr> Drew Pc^arsdn’e vC^lumn ,<>f' January. 6> l969j. bo investigated* 

\w ”** r: ~ _ • ‘ 

Gincefely yours, _ „ 
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January 7, 1969 


WALTER, JOSEPH HICKEL 


This summary memorandum supplements the information 
contained in a summary memorandum concerning Governor Hickel 
dated January 2, 1969, 
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l of International 
Fisheries, Office of the. Governor, Juneau, Alaska, advised 
he has been associated with the fishing industry in the State, 
of Alaska for approximately ten, years. He stated that ssfcnce 
1960 he and his, staff spen jL-considerable time annually in the 
Kuskokwim River area in an‘ attempt to. set up commercial 
fisheries. He stated most of the area is made up of natives 
of the area who feel & the fish should be consumed rather than 
sold. 


b 6 
b7C 


Mr. 


Jadvised that the basic, philosophy of 


the State of Alaska has been to harvest the salmon run at 
the maximum yield and have these fish processed 

within the state by domestic labor . He advised that on 
occasion in the past, both prior to and during Governor Hickel *s 
tenure of office,', foreign vessels have been allowed to 
purchase salmon from Alaska. 


He stated that in the Summer of 1968 the Kuskokwim 
Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated, Bethel, Alaska, entered 
into an agreement with the Kyokuyo Hogei Company, Limited, 
Tokyo, Japan, and the Mitsubishi International Corporation, 
Seattle, Washington, concerning the- purchase of .sa&raonv in 
Alaska. He stated the Alaska State Action Program 

was instrumental in helping the Kuskokwim Fishermans 
Cooperative,. .Incorporated. 'Mr. Meach 


b6 

b7C 


Mr. 

the then Director 
Governor , Juneau , 


Jad'vised that, on May 9 ? and 10, 1968, 
lute " ■■ 


of International Fisheries, Office of the 
. Alaska, met with officials of the Kuskokwim 

-f^ftfermans Cooperative,'; Incorporated, in Tokyo, Japan, at 
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Walter Joseph 


Hickel . 


which time officials of that" cooperative were advised there, 
were sufficient dJ^s^iCi<prAc®ssoacai J in. Alaska to handle the 
salmon caught during the 1963 season, and for that reason 
the Governor’s Office could not issue- an invitation for 
the <Jaganes^vxs. to bring their vessel into Bethel, Alaska. 

Mr. I I stated that, .if foreign vessels were 

allowed to enter the State of .Alaska to purchase unprocessed 
salmon without any limitation being placed On them, this 
, would ultimately generally ruin the processing. Companies, 
in the- State of Alaska and result in a tremendous loss of 
native employment. 


v Hr. | I stated that, inf of mat ion which had 

appeared in the press reporting State officials had "buzzed” 
^ the Japanese vessel, w&sz completely inaccurate • tie stated 
the State of Alaska~mado routine ’’fly-by” checks on the ' - 
■i whereabouts of Ihe^JaRanes^cBSS^I; which were done in every 
^fishery within the state. He stated he can personally 
certify that no aircraft chartereavbyi'.thdtStateJoflAliiska 
participated in any h r ara ssm ent^ of the Japanese vessel. 


•Mr. | I stated that State Senator Raymond 

Christiansen, Bethel, Alaska, sent Governor Hickel a telegram 
on June 9, 1968, advising that a meeting of fishermen. With a 
delegation from all villages Of the lower Kuskokwim River 
area represented, unanimously* voted against selling to the 
Japanese freezer ship and asked for Governor Hickel ’s support 
in this decision. 


Mr. I "I stated that Bruce Crow, the .manager of 

the Kuskokwim Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated, had stated 
to him on August 29, 1968, ”We feel nothing but good about 
the year. We had a very good season. We have no ill feeling 
toward the Governor or his staff.” 


Mr. | Jsaid that, after a conference Am.c(n©cu 

Governor Hickel and the General Manager and Assistant General 
Manager of Mitsubishi International Corporation in Juneau, 
Alaska, the Japanese representatives went to Bethel, Alaska, 
and refused to accept fish from the Kuskokwim Fishermans 
Cooperative, Incorporated. 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 


; 5 Mr. | b tate’d that, in his opinion, * . 

Governor Hickel had only followed accepted policy and 
"procedure in' the Summer of 1968 concerning the sale of 
salmon and this policy had been followed by previous 
administrations of the State of Alaska. He- advised his 
personal association with Governor Hickel has been limited 
to the past six months, but he observed Governor Hickel to 
be the hardest working man' he had dyer seen, and' he advised 
Governor Hickel constantly emphasized in; his dealings with 
associates and subordinates they should /always ;do what is 
right. He added he highly recommended Governor Hickel for 

a. responsible and high position in the Government. 

* • 

I ~1 Executive, Director, Rural Alaskan 

Community Action Program, formerly known as Alaska State 
Community Action Program,- adyised that he has known 
Governor' Hickel- v f or approximately 12 years, He stated he % 
ls> biased against. Governor Nickel because he, 1 feels, v 

Governor Hickel -does not. have the true ^interests of the 
Alaskan natives at Wart. He explained that the entire 
naitural resourcesppicture in Alaska is very complicated and 
big business- interests are extremely influential and. often 
inimical to the- best interests of the natives^ He stated, he 
places^ Governor Hickel on- the "side of big business. 4 H e.?.' 
advised that for this reason he would not recommend. * - % * 
Governor Hickel for- any .position, particularly the position 
bf Secretary of the Interior, as this position involves the 
interests of the Alaskan’and Indian people., 

Mr.| jadvised Governor Hickel had criticized 

the Alaska Staxe uomraunity -Action Program because the 
committees of the program were traveling from place to place 
in Alaska, and Governor Hickel stated he thought this was a 
waste of time* He adyibed. that Governor HiCkel made the, 
statement he could make decisions for the natives of Alaska =* 
rather than submitting questions to the native' Alaskans i 

and Eskimos for dedihions. Mr. BWy.top stated that,/ in his 
inindi this position is hard to justifyl&h their democrat ic'^v^ 
and’ .participating governmental system. * /" 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 


Mr. 


I stated he -had seen ah article in the 
he Japanese attempting to purchase 
salmon in Bethel, Alaska, in the Summer of 1968.'' He 
described the article as “gross exaggeration,” and stated 
to his knowledge there Was no ’’buzzing” of the Japanese 
ship. He advised the flights over the Japanese ship were 
routine and entirely legal and were not in any 

way. He stated that on the advice of the Attorney General 
of the State of Alaska there was no boarding of the Japanese 
ship and the meeting was conducted under entirely -legal 
circumstances. _ 4 


be 

b7C 


Mr. 


advised that, in his opinion, the 


allegation that^d^cj^iftiinate purchasing of salmon by foreign 
vessels would ruin the processing companies of Alaska, is extremely 
f arf C-lLOfted aftncf t±esT>of:itlid: iKuskokwim Fishermans * 

Jo.Qpj^a.tlivepoI-nqQ^ 

he disagreed with the decision not to sell the fish to the 
Mitsubishi International Corporation and that corporation 
was willing to pay the competitive price. He stated the advantage 
gdantdd'.o to the local fishermen by Mitsubishi International 
Corporation was that the corporation would take the entire 
catch from the fishermen while the local fisheries would b7c 

accept only prime fish and would refuse any fish that were 
bruised or marked. He advised he does not feel .Governor Hickel 
profited financially in any way in, the decision concerning 
the selling of the fish. 


^ Alaskan 

Legal Services Corporation, Anchorage, .Alaska, advised this b6 

corporation is funded by the Office of Economic Opportunity b7c 

and by donations from members of the Alaska State Bar. Me 
advised- t hat in early 1968 he o ffered the assistance of his- 
office to | 1 Kuskokwim Fishermans. Cooperative, 

Incorporated, Bethel, Alaska, in contract negotiations between 
this corporation and Mitsubishi International Corporation, 
which was refused. He advised that- Mitsubishi International 
Corporation is the parent Company of Kyokuyo Hogei Company, 
Limited. He stated Kyokuyo Hogei Company is the owner of — * 

cff Tinvoiveds inrb.aii^att empla^t cat t er.pt 
purchase^aimQii;.dai; EtetKfeil^cA^slca^-fa JuneJ^t rI9,6 . 


4 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 


He advised that Mr. I I later requested his 
assistance to prevent Governor Hickel from interfering 
with the Japanese buying salmon in Bethel, Alaska. He 
advised that the Japanese ship, in his opinion, Was legally 
in Alaskan waters and interference by Governor Hickel was 
interference in foreign trade and commerce* He stated that 
action was brought in the United States District Court for be 
the District of Alaska for a temporary restraining , order to b?c 
prevent Governor Hickel from interfering with the purchase 
of the Salmon by the Japanese. He advised that on June 5, 

- 1068’,: the application for a temporary restraining order was 
denied and the action has since been dismissed. 

Mr. I | stated that he had been misquoted in a 

newspaper article and that he had hot said the meeting between 
Governor Hickel and the Japanese was a "secret" meeting. He 
also stated that he had not asked Governor Hickel to have 
' representatives of the Alaskaijll^^lLCServiCbs Corporation at 
the meeting. ... 

Association of Pacific 
B on May 13, 1968, he 
received a communication from Governor Hickel asking if the 
fish processors in Alaska could handle the harvest for ,1968 
and, up to 25; percent more than the anticipated catch. He 
stated .Governor Hickel had made a* statement in the communication 
that, in the event Alaskan processors could not handle the 
entire, catch, processors from areas other' than Alaska would 
be .called in to help, with the harvest. He stated „ be 

Governor Hickel was advised by his office that the local b7c 

processors could handle the entire catch of the 1968 season. 

Mr. I | stated he was a member of a -group appointed 

by Governor Hickel in the Summer of 1968 to travel, to Bethel, 
•Alaska, to assist the Kuskpkwiin Fishermans Cooperative, 
Incorporated. He stated that on arrival there were five 
domestic processors prepared to' purchase the fisfi at a price- 
equal to that offered by the Japanese. He stated he 
personally made arrangements with ah. Anchorage company to 
purchase any excess fish and. pay a price, equal to that offered 
by the Japanese. 


Fisheries, Juneau, Alaska, advised thai 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 


He, stated there, was.no Itra^'^sls’meht^ of the Japanese 
.vessel or the. personnel of that vessel to his personal 
knowledges 


He advised; he personally observed a large number 
of king salmon stored on' a dry barge and covered with a 
tarpaulin in 90 degree temperature . , He advised that the - 
spoilage of the fish was due entirely to the failure of the 
Kuskokwini Fishermans Cpbperativey Incorporated, to have 
adequate equipment, and personnel to handle the fish. * 

•f* ft 

He said that, although he does not ggcsona v hX&y agree 
’with many pf Governor Hickel* s ideas and policies and he is. 
not of the same political, party, of Governor Hickel, he is in 
XGQ:p§ficpn±cagfceemeh£rwithnGoveihof{cH±ckeX *Sia'cti6rr concerning 
thacKaskofewiia incident and ‘he highly recommends Governor Hickel. 
for any position of trust with the United States Government. 

' . , I ~1 Nuriapitchuk, Alaska, advised he is 

a member of the Kuskokwim Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated, 
and a part-time fisherman when his job permit s*i He stated 
that, in his opinion. Governor Hickel* s action was detrimental 
to; the, natives of the area and caused a loss to the economy 
in tHatj the cooperative did not make .any money and thus there 
was a loss to the fishermen. He stated he doubts the, majority 
of, the fishermen, endorsed Governor "Hickel, explaining not 
all of the membership of the Kuskokwim Fishermans 'Cooperative, 
Incorporated, attended the meeting, concerning whether to. b6 

sell the fish to the Japanese. He advised -that,, in his - v . b ° 
opinion* the lack of air transportation resulted in the 
spoilage of ;a certain batch of fish in Bethel, Alaska, in 
the Summer of 1968. ' 

I ~ ^ Interior Airlines, 

* Fairbanks, Alaska, advised he was contracted to f ly' a quantity » 
of salmon from Bethel, Alaska, to Anchorage, .Alaska, after ; 
the Japanese' failed .to purchase the ^Salmon from the. local 
fishermen. He advised he hauled one load of salmon which 
was spoiled, which spoilage, occurred prior to the 'loading 
of the fish. He stated the spoilage of the fish was because 
of inadequate processing of the fish for air freight.. 




Walter Joseph Hick© 1 ' 

. - , * 4T _ „ - 

He stated that, in his opinion, Governor Hickel's 
decision not to allow the sale of the fish to the Japanese* 
was correct . Ho described Governor Hickel as,, an outstanding 
administrator and a person who has done 'an exceptionally 7 good 
Job as Governor. He recommended Governor Hickel for a top- 
level position with the United States Government. 


John L. Rader, .Attorney and Alaska State Senator, 
Anchorage, Alaska, stated he believed Governor Hickel’s action 
in preventing the Japanese from buying fish from the Kuskokwim - 
Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated, was wrong. He explained 
that the agreement was between the Japanese and the Cooperative 
and he did not believe Governor Hickel had any legal right to 
intervene in a private agreement. He advised that he dde'snnOt 
believe Governor Hickel acted maliciously or out of personal 
gain .rjr.Heost at ed Governor Hickel' is Sincerely interested In 
the #elf are of native Alaskans and the. Alaskans regard; 

Governor Hickel to, be a man of integrity. He described " * ' ' 
Governor Hickel as an intelligent man who is well miotivaf^d, 
and he recommended him for the position of Secretary of the 
Interior. 

| Lieutenant,.. Alaska State„ r> Troopers , 
Anchorage, Alaska, advised he is in charge of the area which 
govors Bethel, Alaska. . He stated he .went to .Bethel, Alaska,, 
in the Summer of 1968 for the purpose of being available in 
the event any state laws were violated. He said. he can state 
positively that there was no ^harassment!; of the Japanese ship 
or of members or employees of the Kuskokwim Fishermans: 
Cooperative, Incorporated. He advised he worked in commercial 
fisheries for approximately 15 years and, in his opinion, the 
Cooperative was. incompetently managed and was not properly 
prepared to handle the fish. He advised that no action was b6 
taken by the Alaska State Troopers' inasmuch as there was no b?c 
violation of law. 


Deputy Commissioner 'of Labor, 
State of Alaska, Juneau, Alaska, advised that he 
'Of Governor Hickel's representatives who went to Bethel, 

Alaska, in 1968 to assist the Kuskokwim Fishermans., Cooperative, 
Incorporated. He- advised a meeting was held oh juhe 9, 1968, 


* 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 


by the Kuskokwim Fishermans -Cooperative, Incorporated’, in 
Hunapitchuk, Alaska, and the* meeting nearly unanimously 
vpted to oppose the sale, of fish to the Japanese and 
requested the Japanese Vessel to depart the area. 


Mr. 


stated domestic fisheries offered the 
fishermen 46 ipent&por pound for king salmon and 42 cents per 
pound for salmon, roe as compared with the Japanese price 
of 33 ceniaper pound for king salmon and 40. cents per pound 
for salmon roe. - ' 

He advised that the fish spoi le^ebecause of 
inadequate facilities for handling the fish. He stated a 
domestic processor offered to loan the Cooperative $10,000 
ator* helpidp the processing of the fish, which was refused’. 


h6 

hlC 


1 Mr. I l advised that,' in his opinion, 

Governor Hickel unquestionably acted in the best interests 
of the Cooperative and dpmestlfccppocessors *, - He- stated he 
highly recommended Governor Hickel for a position of trust. 


, Inspector, Industrial Safety Division, 
Alaska Department of Labor, Fairbanks, Alaska, advised .he 
went to Bethel, Alaska, in June, .1968,, at the request of , 
Governor Hickel. He stated that, in his, opinion, the fish, 
spoiled due to lack, of facilities for handling the fish; 

He stated he personally observed a number of fish on a barge, 
which fish were covered with a heavy canvass tarpaulin. He 
advised th at it is w ell known that .such a. process will spoil 


ha: _ 

fish. Mr. added that, based on his observation and 

experience in the fishing industry, he believed there was a 
deliberate spoilage of the fish on the. part of the iaanager 
of the Kuskokwim Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated. 


b6 

b7C 


Christiansen 

Air Service, Bethel, Alaska, advised that a meeting was held 
of the Kuskokwim Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated, in 
which an almost unanimous vote was made not to sell the fish 
to the Japanese; He stated the vote, to refuse to sell to 
the Japanese Was based oh the belief that it would then and 
in the future affect the, economy of the area.. He advised 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 

t - ^ 

\ 4 ' ^ - **' 

that the. operation, of the Cooperative was very, inefficient, 
which resulted in some fish being* spoiled. He, stated. 

Governor Hickel is a man .of integrity, and he highly . 
recommended him for the position of Secretary of the Interior. 


A | rfiefeilpl’Csy the iCbopefalSv^oSSe t hp 1 , 

Alaska, advised there was utter confusion in the management 
of the Cooperative .in Bethel, Alaska, during the Summer of 
1968. He .stated, that,, in his personal opinion, it would have 
been .much easier to sell the fish to the Japanese than to" fly b6 
them to Anchorage for processing by domestic .proire^sbrfe.. b7c 

He advised, that Governor Hickel sent a groupapfcHikistaff to 
Bethel, Alaska, in the Summer of 1968 for the purpose of’ 

Offering suggestions to improve -the operation of the 
Cooperative. He added he is not personally acquainted with 
Governor Hickel. 

I I Bethel, Alaska',, a member of the 

House of Representatives of the State of Alaska* advised he 
believed Governor Hickel’s action against selling fish to 
the Japanese resulted in a financial loss to the local 
economy. He stated it was only common sense to sell. fish, 
to the Japanese father than air ship them to other markets. be 
He advised that, in his opinion, the. fish spoiled in Bethel, b7c 
Alaska, in the Summer of 1968 because of the lack of air 
transportation for the fish.. He advised that the decision 
by Governor Hickel was a matter of judgment and he does not .. 
feel that this decision would affect Governor Hickel 'eesetvjng ^ 
as Secretary of the Interior. , - 

I business representative, Kuskokwim 
Fishermans- Cooperative, Incorporated , Hunapitchuk, Alaska, 

( advised that a .meeting was held in the Summer of 1968 in 
£ohcef pihgaithe, salecof nfishtfo- th^e Japanese .toMtkeEdgpanos^. - b6 
advisedsthetaatiyeiAJaskahsahavsaah inherentafcafeof thethe : blc 
Japanese and believe selling to the Japanese would affect 
their fishing -Industry. He advised this meeting was Entirely 
open and the people present voted almost unanimously not to 
sell their fish to the Japanese. 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 


He stated there were several thousand pounds of 
fish which spoiled; however, there was absolutely no need 
for the fish to have spoiled. He advised he personally 
. acquired a domestic buyer for the fish, which the Manager 
of Kuskokwim Fishermans Cooperative, Incorporated, refused 
to accept. He stated the Manager also refused ah offer by 
- this company for the 'Sale of ice to put oh the fish to prevent 
them from spoiling.. He stated that the only opinion he was 
able to form concerning the spoiled fish was that the action 
was a deliberate act to embarrass Governor Hickel. 

- t' , 

He said 1968 was ah excellent fishing year for 
the native Alaskans and the native Alaskans completely 
endorsed Governor Hickel* s action. He advised that, although 
‘ he is a member of an opposing political party,, he strongly 
recommended. Governor Hickel as a qualified individual for 
v Secretary of the interior. 

- v | | Alaska State Troopers,, Bethel, Alaska, 

advised he investigated the f ire : in September, 1967, which 
resulted in the processing plant of Kuskokwim Fishermans . „ 

Cooperative, Incorporated, being burnt to the ground. He 
advised that no conclusive decision was made as to whether 
arson was involved, and if arson, was involved ho subject 
Or suspect was developed during the investigation. « 

, . . ; ' . ! . " - - 

* | | Vice Chairman of the Alaska Board of, 

Fish and Game, Anchorage, Alaska, advised that on December 18, 
1968, the Board passed a resolution endorsing action taken 
by. Governor Hickel during the Summer of 1968 relating to b6 

the intervention of a foreign fisheryprocessing yesselinto b7c 
the waters of the Kuskokwim He" advised the Board 

"gave its full support to Governor Hickel in exercising his 
/ >; ' executive ppwer.tp regulate the entrance and activities ,of \ *V 

’ foreign fishery processing vessels into the territorial 
waters of the State, of Alaska. * * - 

Hr. r ladvised Governor Hickel is sincerely 
interested in the problems of the native Alaskans., other 
citizens of Alaska, and the entire United States. He, stated . „ 
he believed Governor Hickel acted correctly, and in. the best 


- . * - 10 - 
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Walter Joseph Hickel 

•' { ~ 

interest .of native f ishermen concerning ‘the Kuskokwim 
incident , and. Governor Hickel did what had to be dona* to 
protect not only the fishermen of that area but the citizens 
of the entire state. He highly recommended Governor HiCkel 
for Secretary of .the Interior, • - 

The records of the* Anchorage, Alaska,, Police 
Department indicate Vernon Wilfred Hickel, Governor Hickel *s v 
brother, was involved in automobile accidents on December 15, 
1956, and’ December 30 j 1959, r and did not receive a citation. 
He was also involved- in an automobile accident on March 23 > 
1962/ for which he received a citation. for, f allure to* yield 
the right of way. No disposition of this citation* was -Sv^iX 
available ih the records. * 

The records.of the Office of Special Investigations 
Department of the Air Force, and the. Naval Investigative 
Service, Naval Intelligence Command, contain no, additional 
pertinent- information concerning Governor Hickel • 





V 

I 

1 

1 

1 


- Miss Gandy 

- Mr. Gale. 

- Mr. Cleveland 

- Mr. Lowie 


January 10, 1969 
FOR COURIER DELIVERY 


n 



Honorable John D. Ehrlichraan 
Hotel Pierre 

Fifth Avenue and East 61st Street 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Mr. Ehrlichraan: 

Reference is made to ray letters dated January 2, 
1969,, and January 7, 1969, which furnished the results 
of investigation concerning Governor Walter Joseph lfickel. 

A review has been made of .newspaper articles 
appearing iii the* press for the period January 7-10, 1969,. 
inclusive, which questioned the designation of 
Governor Hickel as Secretary of the Interior. One article 
indicates four additipnal Senators feel that further 
study of Governor Hickel* s views on conservation should 
be made as the Senators feel disturbed about his remarks 
on this matter. TCiis article also indicates representa- 
tives of seven conservation groups met with the Chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, to express their views of 
Governor Hickel., 


Other articles indicate the Alaska Federation 
of Natives had sent a delegation to Washington to talk 
with Governor Hickel and one Eskimo had come to Washington 
to object to the confirmation of Governor Hickel. 




Tolson , 


Another article indicates ^jthpt .although the 
present Secretary of the Interior s dods riot desire to be 
drawn into assessment or criticism''of Governor> Hickel, 
the Secretary stated he does not, -think Governor Hickel 
would have made statements that^yater pollution standards 
were 'set too. high if Governor Hickel^had studied what the 
Department" of the-Interior has be$’n Jdoing for the past 
three years. #£SlAED-evr.£ / (&/ 
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Honorable John. X*. Ehrlichia an _ ^ 

4 - - ^ 

Another article *by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson- 
oh January 10, i960, indicates Governor HickeT’s firni was 
awarded i contract for aBOht $1/000/000 to perform plumbing 
and' heating work at the Anchor hge, Alaska, airport. The 
.article intimates that originally 'Governor HiCkel’s firm 
^id notsubnit the,- lowest bid,- This article raised the 
question as to why. Governor :Hickel f s; fini w as ^bidding oh 
Government contracts. - * 

The aforementioned represents articles appearing, 
in the prdss leveled at the homination of Governor Ilickel 
during the peri'od January. 7-10, 1969, inclusive. It is 
-requested that? you advise whether or not it is desired 
that the Senators and representatives of Conservation 
groups be interviewed.. It is' further requested that you 
advise whether the additional Allegations of Drew Pearson’s 
column of January 10* 1969, be investigated i 

i i 

Sincerely yours, 



r 






TO : 
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SUBJECT: 


it 
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UNITED STATES GOV^NMENT 

Memorandum, 


Mr. Gal 
W. V. Clevela 





& 


DATE: 


WALTER JOSEPH HICKEL 

SPECIAL INQUIRY - NIXON ADMINISTRATION 



SYNOPSIS : The results of our Special Inquiry investigations of 

interior Secretary-designate Hickel were forwarded to Mr. Ehrlichman 
on 1/2/69 and 1/7/69 . 


A review of articles in the press for the period 1/7-10/69, 
inclusive, indicates that four additional Senators feel further 
studies should be made prior to confirmation of Hickel as Hickel 
/A in their opinion has shown little interest in conservation and they 
»\are disturbed about his remarks; that an individual in a letter to 
the editor called this appointment a very unwise appointment; that 
CL the influential Alaska Federation of Natives sent a group to , 

ex Washington to talk to Hickel;. that an Eskimo from Alaska came to 
Washington to protest the confirmation of Hickel because oil 
interests were interfering with Eskimo hunting grounds; that the ‘ 
present Secretary of the Interior stated he did not believe Hickel 
would have made public remarks concerning high water pollution 
standards had Hickel known the work of the Department of the 
Interior for the past three years; and that a Hickel firm received; 
a contract for about $1,000,000 for plumbing and heating at the 
Anchorage ^Alaska, airport. The article intimates that originally 
Governor Hickel’ s firm did not submit the lowest bid. Additional 
investigation may be desired by Mr. Ehrlichman regarding the above. 

T* 

fc/The mounting opposition to Hickel* s nomination continues 
to draw almost daily press comment. Consequently, it is believed 
we should' highlight a review of the articles in the press for the 
past four days to Mr. Ehrlichman. and request his opinion as to 
whether or *not persons criticizing Hickel’ s nomination, as indicated 



above, iShould be interviewed. 


ACTION: 


Attached for approval 


lUt- 

is. a letter to Mr . 


.an- 





containing a review of newspaper' articles for the past four days. 
Mr. Ehrlichman isibeing asked f if # he desires that we interview 
individuals and representatives ioi conservation^g^oups. who_Jiave 
publicly criticized this nomination. fcCORDED, .. ... 

/-.'S& r 


Enc. 

1 - Miss Gandy 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
Gale / 

OFL:pnh:dlb0 j 

■$4 FeIi %fgggi 


JAN 30 1969 



V 1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 


Cleveland 
Lowif 
ILv, 



SEE DETAILS t^PAGE^2 
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Memorandum to Mr. Gale 
Re: WALTER JOSEPH HICKEL 


DETAILS : The results of our Special Inquiry investigation of 

Interior Secretary-designate Hickel was forwarded to Mr. Ehrlichman 
on 1/2/69. The supplemental memorandum was furnished to. 

Mr. Ehrlichman oh 1/7/69. 

A review has been made of articles appearing in the press 
wherein certain individuals and groups are critical of Hickel r s 
nomination during the period 1/7-10/69, inclusive.. 

»*The Washington Daily News” dated 1/7/69 contained an 
article indicating Senators George McGovern of South Dakota, 

Gaylord Nelson of Wisconsin, and Lee Metcalf of Montana stated 
^further studihss >are needed prior to confirmation of this nomination. 
This article also indicated ix conservation groups had met with 
Senator Henry M. Jackson concerning the nomination. Also, the 
article indicated a Hickel plumbing firm holds a contract at 
Anchorage Airport and Mrs. Hickel has an interest in an oil well 
equipment firm. 

"The Washington Post" dated 1/7/69 contains a letter 
to the editor from Kenneth Dillon objecting to the nomination^ 

"The Washington Daily News?* dated 1/8/69 contains an 
article in which Senator Alan Crans.ton of California stated that 
comments by Hickel "raised valid questions" about his confirmation. 

"The Washington Post" dated 1/9/69 contained an article 
indicating the Alaska Federation of Natives voted to send a delegation 
to Washington to talk to Hickel to decide whether to endorse him 
for Secretary of the Interior. 

"The Washington Post" dated 1/9/69 contained an article 
by Drew ^Pearson and. Jack Anderson indicating an Eskimo named- 
Charlie Edwardsen had come to Washington to complain that the 
Eskimo hunting lands had been encroached by the oil companies. 

"The- Washington Post" dated 1/9/69 contained an article 
indicating that Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr., of Virginia desired to 
. hear testimony prior to forming any opinion about Hickel and 
Senator William B. Spong, Jr., of Virginia stated Hickel’s reply 
to a question on water pollution "indicates a lack of understanding 
of the scope and seriousness of the problem." 


Memorandum to Mr. Gale 
Re: WALTER JOSEPH HICKEL 


"The Washington Post" dated 1/10/69 indicated that 
Senator Joseph D. Tydings of Maryland said he was especially 
disturbed that Hickel "had expressed doubt about the heed for 
strong water quality standards . " 

"The New York Rimes’* dated 1/10/69 indicated that 
Stewart L. Udall, Secretary of the Interior, declined to be drawn 
into an assessment or criticism of Hickel. However, he stated in 
relation to ( a question asked concerning water quality that he did 
not think Hickel would have made a statement the standards were 
too high and might hinder industrial development if he had studied 
what Udall had been trying to' do for the past three years. 

"The Washington Post" dated 1/10/69 in an article by 
Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson indicated a Hickel company was 
awarded a subcontract for plumbing and; Heating at the Anchorage 
Airport, which contract involved about $1,000,000. The article 
stated that C. R. Lewis had advised that there were four bids on 
the contract. 51 " Lewis stated that with ;only three bids his bid was 
the lowest but with four bids Hickel ’s firm submitted the lowest 
bid. The article raised, the question as' to why a firm belonging 
to Hickel was bidding on a Government; contract; 
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J0I0-I0A 


K2RNMENT 


Memorandum 




TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Bishop 


DATE: 1-3-69 


M. -A><5<mes 





COURIER RUN TO THE OFFICE OF 
PRESIDENT-ELECT NIXON 
HOTEL PIERRE, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Mr J 



Staff Assistant to President-el er.t 


f 


Nixon’s, legal counsel John Ehrlichman, indicated to SA 
today that he anticipates that within the next few weeks the new.admini- 
I stration will request background investigations on some 500 individuals 
{ who are being considered for positions in the new administration. He 
indicated that .every effort was being made to get these requests to the 
. Bureau on an expeditious basis.™ 


be 

b7C 


While in his office,- Mr 


mentioned /n passing 





\ 


* 1 * I A i W 

the concern of members of Mr. Nixon’s staff regarding various off- / . 
the -cuff remarks made by some of the individuals that have been desig/wf - 
nated for Cabinet positions in the new administration. Of particular \J 

concern were those remarks made bv Governor Q Hi^^l-/n f Alaska 
regardin g conserv ation and by I [ regarding monetary 

matters . 1 I ndicated effofts'are being made to. preclude such., 

loose talk in the future. He also- indicated 'that he felt certain that 
the press can hardly -wait -until both of these men assume their positions 
in the cabinet so they can ’’work them over. " 

_/£Z -JZ r 7 

NOT RECORDS®, 


.RECOMMENDATION : 


„ . , . . 146 JAN 30 1969 

For information. 



RECC 


£2 JAN 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop ^ 
1 - Mr. Gale 

GTQ:mes 

( 6 ) 

\ 
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ORIGINAL FILED IN /&/ 
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6404 Highland Drive 
Chevy Chase, Md. 20015 
May 20, 1969 

R 

/> ■£ • \ 


Mr. Tolson-ll 
Mr. DeLoach. 

fi£ic^r 

Mr. ^Callahan. 
Mr. Conrad... 
Mr. Felt_i_ 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan- 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes^ 
Miss Gandy 


Dear Mr* Hoover: \ — 

S hank you so much for sending a print of the color photo \ 
-ken during my visit to the Department of Justice last \ 
eek. It is a wonderful memento of a very enlightening \ 
visit, and I appreciate your thoughtfulness in sending it. \ 

I am sure that all of the Cabinet wives found your briefing 
las interesting as I did. 




Sincerely, 


Mrs. Walter J.'Hickel— s/ 


The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
The Federal .Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 


?iy 




REC 2P 




3^0 JUN 5-1969 


12 MAY 23 1969 


0-19 (Rev. 7-17-68) 


( ‘'•Tolson 
/ZUep> a ch 
r Mohr — *L Lls 


l/ 


BishopjP 
Casper _ 
Callahan 
Conrad 
/ Felt 


fSSPgsg: 

Sullivan 


C . r. t ,*%• 'A t-n . **«**•' 



Tavel 

Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Holmes 

Gandy 


«5V .. v. ’~ur,i. ^'<^r.^ C'W(frri!S»^rSSS?^0> ..-AA'^S 

iig 

m xv cleanrup,^ of n water; for. ; his c 


3 ( MH»UVf * ^ „ *«V4V« 1«V /• ’ *UV M , t wmv v * < 

*lia^^ppoint^|lSsl Secret, i ; 

•J -5 '-V4 *_%* ,\ . V, ' *** *1. * ,Avi 



< SPECIFIC ALLY^vthe^Col^j 
^Vlierx<Carbon^andi;ChernIcali,j 
®,Ooi .wasslstiU'- dumping; ,! 3.5&i 


fit 


ft 


The Washington Post A _ / 5 
Times Herald /^f — / ^ 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star (Washington) 

The Sunday Star (Washington) 

Daily News (New York) 

Sunday News (New York) 

New York Post 


I The New York Times , 
The Sun (Baltimore) _ 

The Daily World 

The New Leader 


The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
People’s World 


Examiner (Washington) 


JAN 6 1969 
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UNITED STATES 

Memorandmh 

TO : Mr. W. C. Sulli\^L/3 
from : D* J. Brennan, Jr 


'A 


DATE: 3/13/70 


i SUBJECT: WALTER Jr HICKEL, SECRETARY 
{ ' DEPART?, CENT OF INTERIOR 

| DEMONSTRATIONS BY STUDENTS FOR A 

i DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SDS) , 3/5/70 


To Ison 

DoLoach — 
'/toilers 

Callohcn — _ 

Conrad 

Kell 

Gdc 

Boson - 

Sullivan 

Tavcl 

Soycrs 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Candy 


On 3/4/70 we developed information that a SDS group 
at Princeton (New Jersey) University, planned a demonstration . 
against appearance at Princeton of Secretary Hickel on 3/5/70. 

Our information was that the SDS group would prohibit Hickel 
from delivering his talk and throw garbage at him. We alerted 
University and local police authorities and telephonically 
passed the information to the Department of Interior at Seat 
of Government level. 

On 3/5/70 1 I Division of Compliance, 

Interior, advised that after receipt of our information, Interior 
contacted the President of Princeton University, who stated 
that Princeton authorities were aware of the group but doubted 
there would be any demonstrations. Hickel decided to go a head 
with his speech on the night of 3/5/70. On 3/9/70 1 l and 

I Interior, advised 

that Hickel 1 s appearance at Princeton had been chaotic 0 Included 
tin the crowd of approximately two thousand, was a group of 
between 75 and 100, who claimed to be members of the Princeton X 
branch of the SDSv As Hickel started to .speak, they shouted V- 
jhim down, lit sparkler-type fire crackers, waved Viet Cong 
' flags and used language of the vilest type replete with "" 

obscenities. The President of Princeton attempted unsuccess- 
fully to restore order. Hickel finished reading his prepared / 
text and left the campus. Secretary Hickel ’s wife and other y 
la.dies in the audience were present during this unruly anh^/ 
obscene demonstration. /,. r~TnPa>- to/ K J. 


obscene demonstration. /• /V, ,/ j/ \ It 

• , / M " $ ${( 

‘ j | who accompanied Hickel to Princeton, stated 

that the apparent leader of the SDS group reportedly had just 
returned from Cuba. The incident has led Hickel and^is, stagf 
to give serious consideration to rejecting all 'future invitations 
to speak ,bef of ercollege groups.' ^70 

I NOT RECORDED $ IViAh /si 

ACTION : None. For inf ormatiotfZ9 MAR 18 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 1 - C. D. Brennwa-^Sfe*Gke*lfo^d) 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 1 - Liaison . r 
1 - R. D. Cotter (Wells) ^ LA 




1 - Mr. Hengemuhle, 



original filed. S? /O p- L f 3 9° 3 / 'Q 



FD-36 <Hev. 5-22-64) 


Mr. Tolson ^ 
Mr. DeL ach 

Mr. V m r -nx . 
Hr. M !^r _ 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


Date: 


3/26/70 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


L. 




TO! “Ite^ionf domestic Intelligence Division 

Liaison Section s' 

h 

FROM: SAC, 0£^HA 

SUBJECT: WALTER HICKEL 

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
VISIT TO LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 
4/4/70 


L/A, 


Jt/J 

& *?L 

V x 


TM1 stuse * in Equipnent° Company , 

s 4 -a*s; Sv S s:««€f?sr ^ 

Sfte serve 1 

a member of the Lincoln Police Department. 

• I I has been informed that this 

Bureau does nit have aujbority to lurnish security for 
members of the Presidents cabinet. 

The above is furnished the Bureau for information 
in that it nay be desirable to conta ct Secreta ry JjlCKBL^ 

teln'asttefe ““S 8 tondlHhis matter because of a W^est 
y from the Secretary’s office. f 

' . REC-ZO. -a ~/& 7 ^ 3 wfZ 

‘ ^p- Bureau ^ ,2»“ — ’ 


2/- Bureau 
*1 - Omaha 
TRD/jJ 
(3) 




Appro : 

5 


fiTisr+nj 

'TnbAhS $a±e£ ufifoj 
a- 


U Per 


tu. ■■ ; — 1 ■■ I 

W * Of SpeciaL/Ygent in Charge 

€ «'l r i ’ ":' s U 




PLAINTEXT 


TELETYPE 


NITEL 


1 - R. D. Cotter (Wells) 
4/21/70 
1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. McDonn&Tl 


O 




TO SAC ANCHORAGE 
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 

TRAVEL OF SECRETARY OF INTERIOR WALTER J. HICKEL TO 
FAIRBANKS) ALASKA. APRIL TWENTY-TWO THROUGH TWENTY- 
EIGHT, NEXT * • * 

r SECRETARY HICKEL WILL DEPART WASHINGTON, D. C., APRIL 
TWENTY-TWO, NEXT |3N ROUTE FAIRBANKS, ALASKA, WHERE HE WILL 
DELIVER. SPEECH AT UNIVERSITY OF FAIRBANKS APRIL TWENTY- 
THREE, NEXT, HE WILL RETURN WASHINGTON, D. C., APRIL 
TWENTY-EIGHT, NEXT. 

NOTIFY LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND BUREAU IF ANY INFORMATION 
DEVELOPS REGARDING THREATS AGAINST HICKEL* S LIFE OR DEMON- 
STRATIONS AGAINST HIS PRESENCE IN FAIRBANKS. 


To Ison 

DeLoach , 
Welters _ 
Mohr _ 
Bishop _ 
Casper — 
CaHohan , 

Conrad 

Felt 

Cole I,. . 

Rosen 

SuUfvon « 
Tavef 


Soycrs 

Tele* Room . 
Holmes ___ 
Gcmdfy -- — 


NOTE: 


EX-117, 


REC-72 ' / 6/- 4-7 



Itinerary of Secretary Hic kel furnished p t a 
April 21, 1970 by Department: of P In 


JFHjaga 

(5) <r^ 

FEDERAL bureau of investigation 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

APR 2 11970 
I enrof 

, TELETYPE 

5 § APR 2 4 1978 

MAIL roomCZD teletype unit 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


0 


TO 


FROM 


Mr. D.J. Brennan, date: June 5, 1970 

0 

W.J. McDonnell 


To Ison — 
De Loach , 

Walters 

Mohr 

Bishop — 
Casper _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad 
Felt—-. 
Gale « — 


Rosen 1 . 

Sullivan 

Tavel — 

Soyaxs 

Tele* Room . 
Holmes ___ 
Gandy , 


SUBJECT: T RAVEL OF S ECRETARY-OF INTERIOR 

"“TO NEWARK . NEW JE RSEY. 6/5/70 
"LIAISON MATTER ' 




Mr . | | Division of Compliance, 

^Interior Department, advised Liaison on 6/4/70 that Walter J. 
[ Hickel t Secretary of Interior, would travel to Newark,. 

New Jersey, on 6/5/70 to give a commencement address at 
10:00 a.m. on that date at the Stevens Institute of 
Technology. Secretary Hickel was scheduled to depart from 
National Airport at 8:00 a.m. arriving at Newark Airport 
at 9:00 a.m. on 6/5/70, where he was to be met and taken to 
the Institute. Following his address he departs Newark 
Airport at 1:30 p.m. arriving at National Airport, Washington, 
D.C., at 2:40 p.m. 


bo 

b7C 


Mr. 


was advised that, we were in possession 




of no information indicating that any disturbances 
strations were being mounted because of the Secretary- 1 
appearance at the Institute. The Newark Office was. 
ically advised at 3:50 p.m. on '6/4/70 regarding the Secretary’s 
appearance and' instructed to immediately notify local authorities 
and the Bureau. in the event any threats were made against the 
Secretary or disturbances scheduled in connection with his 
appearance. 


ACTION: 


For information and record purposes. 


1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. W.J. McDonnell 
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©4 Ji/n 1 1€70 
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53 JUN 8 1970 
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^ MuTE.—When filled in: subject to the PrivacyMct of 1974 . When not under continuing control aTtd supervision of a person authorized 
^ [access to this material it must be, as a minimum, maintained under locked conditions . J* 


TO (Check and complete) 


□ DIS 

NAME (Last, first, middle) 

©HICKEL , WALTER J._ 


□ FBI-FP 

□ 


□ OPM 


□ CIA 


OTHER NAMES USED 


□ STATE Jf’ □ l&NS 


SEX 

XXm 



DHTE’OF'BIRTH 

PLACE OF BIRTH 


U.S. NAT. NO. 

ALIEN REGIS. NO. 


08-18-19 

CLAFLIN, KS 


h/a 

n/a 


U.S. 

OATES 

PRESENT 


PRESENT 


SOCfAirSECORITY NO. FULL NAME OF SPOUSE(S), INCLUDING MAIDEN NAME(S) 

557-28-6208 

RESIDENCES IN EXCESS OF TflR'EE'MONTHS FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS 


NUMBER AND STREET 

1905 LOUSSAC DRIVE 


CITY AND STATE 

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99510 


EMPLOYMENT FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS 
EMPLOYER I ~ 


ADDRESS 


HICKEL INVESTMENT COMPANY P.O. BOX 101700., ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 

99510 




Ibl-SOe?' 



REQUESTING 'CENTER (Check) 

□ ARC □ GSFC □ JSC 

* □ KSC □ LARC □ LERC 

□ MSFC □ NSTL ijJ^IQ 

RETURN TO: 


PURPOSE OF REQUEST 


HQ CONSULTANT [J 

THIS BLOCK TO BE USED FOR AGENCY RESPONSE 


07-19-89 


NASA HQ/SECURITY 
ATTN • NT ^5 

400 MARYLAND AVE. , SW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20546 
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